
The Value of Sisterhood in the Trenches of Ministry
One of our beloved AWSA sisters begins her letters, “Dear sisters who know what my life is like.” Many of us have taken up that 
mantra because writers and speakers live a lonely life. We may have friends and family around, but they don’t always comprehend 
what we do. Sure, a speaker spends time with the crowds, but in between those events are days alone, preparing, praying and 
planning. Writing is a solitary craft including long hours with a computer and an idea. Our families love us but rarely understand the 
pressure of what we must do alone.

FROM OUR PRESIDENTKAREN PORTER

Our effectiveness as a speaker or writer or singer depends on our connection with others who also work at 
our craft. 

You made a smart move when you joined AWSA. We will help you become a better communicator. Our 
training programs are top shelf, and our connection to each other becomes a sounding board, giving us 
new insights and discernment. And we can’t wait to learn from you, too. 

Welcome and blessings,   
      —Karen  

AWSA President & CEO of Bold Vision Books

find regular opportunity to gain insight, perspective and 
strategy from seasoned published authors.

Psalm 68:11 says: “The Lord gives the word; the women 
who announce the news are a great host” (ESV). You 
are called to this place for “such a time as this.” I am 
confident that every precious resource you invest will be 
multiplied in you for influence for the gospel. 

Please subscribe to our AWSA award-winning maga-
zine Leading Hearts (text LEADINGHEARTS TO 64600) 
and our Arise DAILY e-devos (ARISEDAILY.COM), 
written by our sisters.  Also, make plans now to attend 
our annual AWSA Conference, August 23- 25, 2019, in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. More details are coming soon. 

We are praying for you! Love,

I WANTED TO PERSONALLY TAKE TIME TO WELCOME 
YOU TO OUR AWSA SISTERHOOD AS ONE OF THE 

NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE ADVANCED WRITERS AND 
SPEAKERS ASSOCIATION. 
This Member e-packet,  which is available for down-
load at awsa.com, outlines how to make the most of 
this amazing organization. I guarantee you will find it’s 
so much more than a group of women who write and 
speak for a living. No matter where you are in your 
publishing or speaking journey, I want you to know that 
everyone you meet is or has been where you are!

I also want to extend an invitation for our Protégés to 
consider getting involved in our monthly Power Call 
and for our Professionals to sign up for the Inner Circle 
and Mastermind groups. It is in these areas that you will Linda

Advanced Writers and Speakers Founder
CEO Right to the Heart Ministries
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ORKING IS A W
RITER AND SPEAKER’S BREAD 

AND BUTTER. IN THIS INDUSTRY, SO M
ANY OF 

OUR OPPORTUNITIES COM
E AS REFERRALS FROM

 
THOSE W

E KNOW
. 

That’s one of the things that m
akes m

em
bership in 

AW
SA

 so valuable. The w
om

en here are generous and 
alw

ays w
illing to help one another follow

 the call G
od 

has placed on our lives. 

Know
ing the opportunity exists and using it effectively 

can som
etim

es be tw
o different things. These are som

e 
tips to help build those valuable connections and utilize 
them

 effectively.

Basic N
etw

orking Tips

1. 
D

on’t m
ake it about you. Look for w

ays to encour-
age and serve others.

2. 
Bring value to every situation. If you have som

e-
thing to offer, don’t be shy. But rem

em
ber that an 

encouraging w
ord is alw

ays valuable. 

3. 
M

ake the effort to get to know
 others. M

any of 
us are introverts, and this can be difficult. But it is 
w

orth the effort. I’ve built long-lasting friendships 
by reaching out. 

4. 
Look for opportunities to serve. N

o organiza-
tion can grow

 w
ithout help from

 its m
em

bers. 
Volunteering is a great w

ay to give back and grow
 

your ow
n valuable connections.

Tips to Build Valuable Connections
1. 

Sign up for em
ail updates from

 AW
SA

 and read 
them

 daily. This is a basic that w
e all should do, but 

you’d be surprised at the num
ber people w

ho over-
look this incredible resource.

2. 
Look for opportunities to encourage others. 
Som

etim
es it seem

s aw
kw

ard just chim
ing in, but 

w
hen som

eone posts to the group, that’s exactly 
w

hat they’re asking for. You don’t have to reply to 
every update, but now

 is the tim
e to be brave and 

reach out. 
3. 

Post your ow
n update(s). If you have a question 

about the industry or som
ething m

ore specific, this 
is a great place to learn m

ore. There are a lot of 
know

ledgeable people here, and they’re w
illing to 

share their expertise. 
4. 

Share good new
s, but don’t be pushy. This isn’t the 

place to sell books, but w
e’re all excited if you have 

a special interview
 or opportunity. 

5. 
Be aw

are of your ow
n value. W

e each have ex-
pertise. A

s a group, w
e’re m

uch stronger together. 
D

on’t hesitate to chim
e in if you can help som

eone. 
6. 

G
o deeper. There are a lot of w

ays to deepen your 
AW

SA
 connections. Consider joining a M

asterm
ind 

group, Inner Circle or any other opportunity. 
7. 

Reach out to the AW
SA

 sisters in your area or in 
an area you’re visiting. W

e’ve had som
e really fun 

im
prom

ptu get-togethers w
hen an AW

SA
 sister is 

com
ing through our area. Let others know

 ahead of 
tim

e w
hen you’ll be traveling to an area, and get to 

know
 som

eone in person. It’s also fun to m
eet up at 

industry events.
8. 

A
ttend the yearly AW

SA
 conference. This event is a 

peer-to-peer gathering, so no one is getting paid to 
attend. For m

e, this is one of m
y m

ust-attend gath-
erings every year. It fills m

e up spiritually and gives 
m

e valuable connections for the com
ing year.

9. 
Pray for those in the group. Pray for those w

hose 
nam

es you see in updates, not just for posted 
requests.

N
etw

orking doesn’t have to be a scary or form
al 

endeavor. G
od has provided this organization of like-

m
inded —

 godly —
 w

om
en for a purpose. H

e’s using 
the com

m
unity w

e’re part of to further H
is kingdom

. W
e 

are part of that and can be both a blessing and blessed 
w

hen w
e interact w

ith one another. 

I THOUGHT I HAD LIFE ALL FIGURED OUT. I THOUGHT 
I KNEW

 EXACTLY W
HAT DIRECTION TO TAKE W

ITH 
M

Y W
RITING AND SPEAKING CAREER. BUT AS TIM

E 
W

ENT BY, I FOUND M
YSELF DEEP IN DOUBT, FEAR, 

LONELINESS AND CONFUSION. EVER BEEN THERE?

I needed G
od’s direction and som

eone a little further 
dow

n the road w
ith experience w

ho could pour into 
m

y heart and soul and give m
e guidance. A

fter m
uch 

prayer I decided I didn’t have to run this race alone. I 
decided to seek out a m

entor and a m
entoring program

 
to get unstuck and be encouraged. 

H
ow

 about you? H
ave you m

istaken this w
riting and 

speaking life for a one-w
om

an m
arathon, or are you 

trying to run a relay race solo? 

It’s a m
yth that you can create yourself and figure out 

life com
pletely on your ow

n. Your energy w
ill eventu-

ally run out. You’ll lim
p along, out of breath and w

ith a 
stitch in your side. You m

ay be able to survive, but you 
can’t thrive running solo. 

O
h sure, w

e sit in an auditorium
 w

ith hundreds of 
w

om
en,  listening to the speaker talk about the keys to 

a successful w
riting and speaking career or m

inistry. But 
then w

e go back to the real w
orld, back to the struggle, 

the routine, the tem
ptations, the fears and doubts. Som

e 
of us press on alone. W

e sit dow
n on the sidelines. W

e 
lose focus. W

e give up. 

The only w
ay to get across the finish line is together! 

Cheering each other on, celebrating together, sharing 

our stories, instilling hope, skills and techniques and 
fixing our eyes on Jesus every step of the w

ay. 

That’s w
hy AW

SA
 developed the Protégé Pow

er Call. 
The Pow

er Call is a w
eekly encouragem

ent call that 
begins w

ith prayer and a short devotional. It is fol-
low

ed by a special teaching by an AW
SA

 Professional 
and closes w

ith tim
e for questions and answ

ers w
ith the 

Protégé m
em

bers. O
ur goal for everyone is to m

ove 
from

 doing to becom
ing. 

There’s a tension here —
 betw

een w
ho w

e are now
 and 

w
ho w

e w
ill be, the friction betw

een the now
 and the 

not yet. Paul w
rites, “D

ear friends, now
 w

e are children 
of G

od, and w
hat w

e w
ill be has not yet been m

ade 
know

n” (1 John 3:2, N
IV).

Living in the “not yet” can be pretty confusing som
e-

tim
es. You and I can only see one sliver at a tim

e but 
G

od sees the w
hole story of our lives. O

ur great strug-
gles have the potential to shape our character pro-
foundly, if w

e don’t give up (G
alatians 6:9).

Each w
eek on the Pow

er Call w
e are learning the key 

ingredients to staying focused and not giving up:

•
 Begin and end each day w

ith prayer and inten-
tional tim

e in G
od’s W

ord (John 15:1-11).

•
 Clear the space betw

een you and G
od. Lim

it the 
distractions and disorder (1 Corinthians 7:35).

•
 Be available to give help to others and teachable to 

receive help from
 others (Luke 6:38).

•
 A

re you participating in the AW
SA

 Protégé Pow
er 

Call? Becom
e a part of the program

 and discover 
how

 the w
eekly teaching and inspiration can 

guide you on your successful w
riting and speaking 

journey.

In our personal hiding-in-the-cave m
om

ents of life, w
e 

need to hear the truth. W
e need experienced authors 

and speakers to shine light into the darkness and give 
us hope because the story’s not over yet! Being a part 
of AW

SA
 and the Protégé Pow

er Call Program
 can do 

exactly that: shine a light into your soul as you prepare 
to w

rite and speak for the King of Kings. 

PRO
TÉG

É PO
W

ER CA
LL:

PA
SSIN

G
 TH
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U
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If you have joined AW
SA

 as a part of our 
Protégé “m

entee” program
, w

e are so 
happy you are here!

Your m
em

bership includes: 
•

 Em
ail m

ailings that w
ill tell you all the latest new

s  
and resources so you don’t m

iss out on anything.
•

 A
 link to w

atch “Story Telling for W
riters and 

Speakers” video class by AW
SA

 Steering 
Com

m
ittee President Karen Porter.

•
 A

n invitation to attend our live events at our 
conferences and retreats. You w

ill get to go w
ith 

us to Book Expos and m
eet editors, publishers and 

bookstore ow
ners.

•
 AW

SA
 Coaches available to w

ork w
ith you.

•
 Eligibility to join our Protégé Pow

er Call – a 
m

onthly live, online training w
ith expert teachers 

w
ho w

ill explain how
 to w

rite book proposals, 
m

eet editors and explain secrets you need to know
.    

(Extra charge to subscribe.)
•

 For Protégé Pow
er Call Subscribers: A

ccess to com
-

plete Pow
er Call A

rchive.
The  Protégé Pow

er Call and AW
SA

 Coaching are add-
ons and not included in the cost of  Protégé $50 base 
annual m

em
bership dues.

M
EM

BERSH
IP SERVICES

If you m
eet or achieve the requirem

ents 
to becom

e an AW
SA

 Professional m
em

-
ber, you have exclusive access to our Inner 
Circle, M

asterm
ind G

roups and Certified 
Coach Program

. You can also have oppor-
tunity to join our A

rise Speakers Bureau.

Your m
em

bership includes:
•

 Em
ail m

ailings that w
ill tell you all the latest new

s 
and resources so you don’t m

iss out on anything, 
including our prayer loop.

•
 O

pportunity to subm
it articles and devotionals for 

publication in AW
SA

’s Leading Hearts m
agazine 

and Arise Daily e-devotionals (see details on page 
8).

•
 O

pportunity to subm
it books for possible review

 in 
Leading Hearts m

agazine.
•

 A
n invitation to attend our live events at our 

conferences and retreats. You w
ill get to go w

ith 
us to Book Expos and m

eet editors, publishers and 
bookstore ow

ners.
The program

s m
entioned above are add-ons, therefore 

not included in the cost of  Professional $50 base 
annual m

em
bership dues.

A
s a m

em
ber of the AW

SA
 Inner Circle, you are signed 

up for a year’s w
orth of new

 online sem
inar training 

and group coaching.

•
 O

nce a m
onth, you w

ill be invited onto our live 
training w

ebinar w
ith group coaching – for Inner 

Circle m
em

bers only. If you can’t m
ake a live ses-

sion, you w
ill be able to w

atch the recording.
•

 There w
ill be LIVE discussions – and you can ask 

our experts questions. Those answ
ers w

ill m
ake all 

the difference in reaching your audiences.
•

 You w
ill get the helps you need, getting your diffi-

cult questions answ
ered and m

oving forw
ard w

ith 
all that G

od has called you to do. 
•

 You w
ill get conference and retreat REPLAYS of 

speakers and w
orkshops at a deep discount.

•
 You w

ill be the first in the know
, the first to have the 

ability to sign up for VERY SPECIA
L and EXCITIN

G
 

A
N

N
O

U
N

CEM
EN

TS!
•

 You w
ill develop deeper professional relationships, 

w
hich are so im

portant in w
hat w

e do. W
ho know

s 
the connections G

od is going to bring together?
Inner Circle M

em
bership is not included in the cost of 

Professional $50 base annual m
em

bership dues.
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Benefits you get as an AW
SA

 Certified Coach.
•

 D
ouble, triple your w

riting and speaking incom
e.

•
 Take your incom

e and influence to a radically new
 

level A
N

D
 get paid for coaching people.

•
 Rem

ove the roadblocks that have held you back as 
a w

riter and speaker.
•

 Identify and clarify your w
riting and speaking goals 

and …
 help others do the sam

e.
•

 G
et paid for developing leadership, w

riting and 
speaking skills in your clients.

•
 Recognize the horrible scam

s and pitfalls in the 
publishing industry w

ith guaranteed w
ays to avoid 

them
.

•
 Identify your G

od-given dream
s and develop a 

clear action plan to achieve them
.

•
 D

evelop cam
araderie, com

m
unity and lifelong 

friendships, as w
ell as peer-to-peer support  in your 

m
inistry journey.

O
ur Coaching Certification program

 has been 
developed by certified life coaches under the guidance 
of Professor and Life Coach Cynthia Cavanaugh and 
special guest experts. It w

ill include a copy of Your Plan 
to A

chieve Your Professional Speaking and W
riting 

D
ream

s, a w
orkbook you w

ill use w
ith your future 

AW
SA

-generated coaching clients. 
The Coaching Certification program

 is not included in 
the cost of Professional $50 base annual m

em
bership 

dues.

PRO
FESSIO

N
A

L M
EM

BERSH
IP IN

TEN
SIVES &

 CERTIFICATIO
N

AW
SA

 M
asterm

ind G
roups are virtual online places 

for help, prayer and com
m

unity —
 for AW

SA
 m

em
bers 

only.

You w
ill m

eet tw
ice a m

onth for an hour and a half, at 
regular intervals, via our Zoom

.us account, an online 
conference place. Your w

ill be able to see your fellow
 

M
asterm

ind G
roup m

em
bers on an online screen (com

-
puter or sm

art phone).
Your M

asterm
ind facilitator w

ill ask you and other 
attendees four questions:
•

 W
hat are you w

orking on?
•

 W
hat did you learn since w

e last m
et?

•
 W

hat do you need help w
ith?

•
 H

ow
 can w

e pray for you?
(You w

ill be am
azed w

hat you w
ill learn as w

ell as the 
bonds you w

ill create!)
These groups w

ill not only build com
m

unity, they w
ill 

give you a jum
p start in the help you’ve longed for and 

the prayer you’ve w
ished for. Best of all, w

e w
ill lim

it 
each group to five to ten people so everyone can be 
heard.
M

asterm
ind Program

 is not included in the cost of 
Professional $50 base annual m

em
bership dues.

—
M

em
bers O

nly —
Prom

otion &
 Publication Services

PRO
M

O
TIO

N
 &

 PU
BLICATIO

N
 SERVICES

The hardest part of successfully stepping out into the 
publishing w

orld or building new
 m

om
entum

 for your 
m

inistry is having a m
edium

 in w
hich to introduce new

 
m

aterial to your potential audience.
A

s an AW
SA

, w
e are not only helping you connect w

ith 
a netw

ork of sisters w
ho w

ill give you encouragem
ent 

and prayer support, our Right to the H
eart M

edia 
N

etw
ork can help extend your m

inistry reach. 
W

e offer various opportunities to publish or be 
prom

oted in our m
ulti-aw

ard-w
inning publication, 

Leading H
earts m

agazine (leadinghearts.com
), 

Arise DAILY e-devos (arisedaily.com
) and m

ultiple 
professional training and m

inistry new
sletters and 

such as the A
dvanced W

riters &
 Speakers A

ssociation 
(aw

sa.com
), gottopray.com

 (Linda Evans Shepherd 
M

inistries), W
om

en’s M
inistry Cafe (com

ing soon), 
Page Turner Christian Books (com

ing soon) and social 
m

edia platform
s w

hich reach a total audience of over 
160,000 daily.
AW

SA
-insider pricing and package’ deals to advertise 

in our publications and new
sletter are available at 

AW
SA

.com
 under Right to the H

eart M
inistry N

etw
ork 

“M
em

bers O
nly Prom

otion.”

A
RISE DA

ILY
AW

SA
 Protégé and Professional M

em
bers are given 

the opportunity to subm
it devotionals for publication 

via our A
rise DA

ILY e-devotional m
inistry, w

hich is 
delivered to inboxes across the nation and around the 
w

orld every day! 
To find out m

ore about Arise Daily, go to arisedaily.
com

 and em
ail our Arise Daily editor, Julie Colem

an, 
for W

riters G
uidelines: jcolem

an@
gm

ail.com
. 

LEA
D

IN
G

 H
EA

RTS 
AW

SA
 Professional M

em
bers are given opportunity 

to voluntarily subm
it feature articles and books for 

publication and review
 consideration. 

AW
SA

 M
em

bers w
ho are continuing colum

nists are 
picked by the publisher to fit specific editorial needs of 
the m

agazine.

RIG
H

T TO
 TH

E H
EA

RT M
ED

IA
 N

ETW
O

RK

e-devotionals
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ARISE SPEAKERS BUREAU 
Do you want to know how to book more speaking 
engagements? AWSA Professional Members can join 
our ARISE Speakers directory and concierge service to 
be directly promoted to women’s leadership events and 
conference coordinators. 
Email Linda at lindareply@gmail.com for details, 
including membership fees.

CREATIVE SERVICES
Protégé and Professional Members have access 
to AWSA-insider pricing from #barefacedcreative 
for Brand and Communications Consulting, as well 
as design service. (They branded and sponsored 
registration for this year’s conference.) 
As a member of AWSA, #barefacedcreative founder, 
Amber Weigand-Buckley, has over 20 years of award-
winning media experience. Currently, she serves 
full-time as the Marketing, Communications and Art 
Director for the Right to the Heart Ministry Network. 
She also is the founding editor and Art Director of 
Leading Hearts magazine. She has the heart to help her 
AWSA sisters put their best foot forward in the ministry 
that God has called each one to serve. 

—Members Only —
Speaking & Creative Services


